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THE favourite Jewish objection to the
claims of Jesus of Nazareth is that passage at
the beginning of the thirteenth chapter of
Deuteronomy. ¢ If there arise among you a
prophet, or a dreamer of dreams, and giveth
thee a sign or a wonder, and the sign or the
wonder come to pass, whereof he spake unto
thee, saying, L.et us go after other gods, which
thou hast known, and let us serve them, thou
shalt not hearken unto the words of that
prophet or dreamer of dreams.” In citing
this passage the Jews take for granted, that
the religion of Jesus is essentially different
from that of Moses ; that it leads to the wor-
ship of strange gods : and that it is in fact a
species of heathenism, whilst the religion of
the oral law, which they now profess, is utterly
free from all heathen elements, and identical
with the religion of their prophets. All this
they take for granted; but the subject is ca-
pable of being inquired into. The oral law
and the New Testament are both extant, and
a little examination will enable us to decide,
on rational grounds, whether Judaism or
Christianity savour most of heathenism. In
our Jast number, we saw that Judaism con-
tains magic for the Sanhedrin and magic for
the people, whilst the New Testament utterly
forbids it ; in this respect then Judaism re-
sembles the heathen religion. Our business
in this namber shall be to point out, in astro-
logy, another feature of resemblance. The
Talmud and its doctors all agree in assertin
the influence of the stars over the fates an
fortunes of men. In the first place, the Tal-
mud lays down these general maxims :—
NI NN NNYD N NI KD ey 1

s NN
¢ Life, children, and a livelihood depend
not on merit, but on the influence of the stars.”
(Moed Katon, fol. 28, col. 1.)
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“ The influence of the stars makes wise,
the influence of the stars makes rich.”” (Shab-
bath, fol. 156, col. 1.) But it also tells us
the following particulars : —
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¢« He that is born on the first day of the
week, will be a man excelling, but in one
uality only.* . . . He that is born on
ale second day of the week will be an angry
man. ‘What is the reason? Because on it
the waters were divided. He that is born on
the third day of the week will be a rich and
profligate man. What is the reason ? Be-
cause on it the herbs were created. He that
is born on the fourth day of the week will
be a wise man and have a powerful memory.
What is the reason? Because on that day
the lights were hung up in the heavens. He
that is born on the fifth day of the week
will be a benevolent man. What is the rea-
son ? Because on it were created the fishes
and the fowls. He that is born on the eve of
the Sabbath will be a man who makes a cir-
cuit. Rav Nachman bar Isaac says, who
makes the circuit in the commandments.+ He
that is born on the Sabbath, on the Sabbath
also he shall die, because on his account
they profaned the great day of the Sabbath.
Rabba bar Rav Shila says, he shall possess an
eminent degree of holiness.” (Shabbath, fol.
156, col. 1.) Here is completely the heathen
doctrine of fate. Not only the external cir-
cumstances of fortune, but the moral quali-
ties of the soul are made to depend upon the
day of a man’s nativity. Whether a man be
profligate or holy, according to this doctrine,
does in no wise depend upon himself, his own
choice, or conscience, but simply on the cir-
cumstance of his birth happening on a Tues-
day or a Saturday. There is indeed a differ-
ence of opinion amongst the Talmudic doctors,
as to the nature of the sidereal influence, but
all agree in the fact, as may be seen further
from the opinion of R. Huna.
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® According to Rashi.

t According to Rashi, one who goes from house
to house to get alms.
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¢ These things do not depend upon the
sidereal influence of the day, but on the side-
real influence of the hour. He that is bora
under the influence of the sun will be a splen-

did man, eating and drinking of that which

belongs to himself, and will reveal his secrets :
if he be a thief he will not prosper. He that
is born under Nogah (Venus), will be a rich
and profligate man. What is the reason ?
Because on it the fire was created. He that is
born under Kochav (Mercury) will be a man
of strong memory, and wise, for Mercury is
secretary to the sun. He that is born under
the influence of the moon, will suffer much,
building and destroying, destroying and
building : eating and drinking what does not
belong to him, and a keeper of his own se-
crets. If a thief, he will prosper. He that is
horn under Shabthai (Saturn), will be a man
whose thoughts come to nought, but some
say those, that think against him, shall come
to nought. He that is born under Tsedek
(Jupiter) will be a righteous man. Rav
Nachman bar Isaac says, righteous in the
commandments.* He that is born under
Maadim (Mars) will be a shedder of blood.
Rav Achai says, either a letter of blood, or a
thief, or a circumciser. Rabbah said, I was
born under Mars. Abbai answered, Therefore
you are fond of punishing and killing.”
(Shabbath, ibid.) In this passage, the hea-
thenism is still more apparent. It is notorious
that the ancient Greek and Roman idolaters
considered Venus as the patroness of profli-
gacy, Mercury as the god of eloquence and
learning, Mars as the god of war, and behold !
here in the oral law you have the very same
doctrine, ¢ If a man be born under Venus,
he will be a rich and profligate man ; if under
Mercury, a man of strong memory and wise ;
if under Mars, a shedder of blood.”” The
habits of the mind are here also expressly at-
tributed to the influence of the planets, and a
thief has got the promise of success,. if his
nativity happened under the influence of the
moon. , What then becomes of human re-
sponsibility, and how does this doctrine agree
with the words of Moses, *“ Behold I have set
before you life and death, blessing and
cursing, therefore choose life, that both thou
and thy seed may live ?” (Deut. xxx. 19.)

* Rashi says, a man who isliberal in almsgiviog.

It will be replied by Talmudists, that the
oral law also says :—
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¢ Israel is not under the influence of the
stars.” We shall, therefore, consider that
passage in its context which immediately
follows :—
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¢¢ Rabbi Chanina says, the influence of the
stars makes wise, the influence of the stars
makes rich, and Israel is under that influence.
Rabbi Jochanan says, Israel is not under the
influence of the stars, and Rabbi Jochanan
helped his argument, for Rabbi Jochanan says,
From whence is it proved that Israel is not
under the influence of the stars ? Because it
is said, ¢ Thus saith the Lord, learn not the
way of the heathen, and be not dismayed at
the signs of heaven; for the heathen are dis-
mayed at them.” (Jer. x. 2.) The heathen,
but not Israel. Rav says, Israel is not under
the influence of the stars, for Rabbi Judah
says, Rav says, From whence is it proved that
Israel is not under the influence of the stars ?
From that which is said, ¢ And he brought
him forth abroad.” (Gen. xv. 5). Abraham
said before God, Lord of the world, ¢ One
born in my house is my heir.’ God replied
not so, but ¢ He that shall come forth out of
thine own bowels.” Abraham replied, I have
consulted my astrology, and am not fit to
beget a son. God said, Go forth from thy
astrology, for Israel is not under the influence
of the stars.”” (Shabbath, ibid.) Now this
passage, if taken in the most favourable point
of view, proves only that Israel is not under
the influence of the stars; but this exception
proves to demonstration that the oral law
teaches, that all other nations are under that
influence. A ccording to this doctrine, all the
Gentiles, and of course Christians among the
number, are given up to unchanging and
nnchangeable fate. They are good and bad,
rich and poor, happy and unhappy, according
to the sidereal influence, at their nativity, and
consequently are utterly irresponsible for their
actions. A Gentile thief, or murderer, or
adulterer, is not so, because he yielded to
temptation, or to evil disposition, but be-
cause he happened to be born under the
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influence of the Moon, or of Mars, or
of Venus. This is the religion of the
oral law, on the most favourable view of
the case, and consequently God is represented
first as a partial governor, who gives consti-
tutional advantages to one favourite nation,
which He withholds from all others ; and then,
secondly, as an unjust judge, who punishes
the Gentiles for doing what the irresistible
influence of the stars compelled them to do.
This doctrine is of itself sufficient to prove
that the oral law is not of God, and that asa
religion it stands upon a line with the heathen
and Mahometan systems of fate, and is con-
sequently infinitely below Christianity. The
New Testament recognises no system of fa-
vouritism, but represents God asa just judge,
¢ Who will render to every man according to
his deeds”” (Rom. ii. 6); and all men as
reo’Bonsible for the evil which they commit.
¢ There is no respect of persons with God.
For as many as have sinned without law, shall
also perish without law ; and as many as have
sinned in the law, shall be judged by the
law.” (Ibid, 11, 12.) This is a view wor-
thy of the Divine character, whereas the astro-
logical system of the oral law, which repre-
sents God as giving up all nations to the in-
fluence of the stars, and then punishing them
for following that influence which He himself
ordained, is nothing short of blasphemy, and
is much more akin to heathenism than to the
doctrine of Moses and the prophets. But,
secondly, this passage of the Talmud contains
two statements directly contradicting each
other. Rabbi Chanina says, Israel is under
the influence of the stars—the others say, Is-
rael is not under the influence of the stars;
whichever statement we receive as true, the
other is necessarily false, and therefore the
oral law contains falsehood, and therefore is un-
worthy of credit. 3dly, The story which is
here given of Abraham has falsehood on the
face of it, and after all does not disprove, but
rather confirms, the doctrine that Israel, as well
as the othernations, is under the influence of the
stars ; for as Rashi tells us, Abraham and
Sarah escaped from their sidereal destiny only
by changing theirnames. Rashi’s words are—
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¢ God said to Abraham, Go forth from thy
astrology, for thou hast seen in the stars that
thou art not to have 3 son. Abram is not to
have a son, but Abraham is to have a son.
Sarai is not to bear a child, but Sarak shall
bear a child. I call you by another name, and
thus the influence of the stars will be changed.””
(Com. in Gen. xv.5.) Here it is plainly
intimated, and that in the name of God him-

self, that Abraham and Sarah were both under
the influence of the stars, and that if they had
not changed their names, they never could
have had a child. This was evidently
Rashi’s opinion ; and when we remember
that the majority of the Jews in the world
implicitly follow Rashi’s interpretation, we
may conclude that this is the prevailing doc-
trine. And perhaps some of the ers of
this paper may even know instances of Jews
who, led by this interpretation, have actually
changed their name, in the hope of bettering
their luck, or even of escaping from death.
But however that be, it is easy to show that
the Talmud and the rabbies generally be-
lieve in the astrological influence of the hea~
venly bodies. In addition to the passages
already cited, the Talmud says expressly-—
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“ An eclipse of the sun is an evil sign to
the nations of the world. An eclipse of ‘the
moon is an evil sign to Israel, for Israel
reckons by the moon, the nations of the world
by the sun. When the eclipse happens in the
east, it is an evil sign to the inhabitants of
the east. When it happens in the west, it is
an evil sign to the inhabitants of the west,”
&c. &c.  (Succah, fol. 29, col. 1.) The
rabbies who have lived since, teach the same
doctrine.  For instance, Saadiah Gaon, speak-
ing of the manner in which the influence of
the stars is modified by the signs of the zodiac,
says—
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¢ Sometimes the course of a star is partly
in a good sign and partly in a bad sign, The
man born under this will first prosper, and
then suffer adversity.” (Comment. in Sepher
Jetsirah, fol. 98, col. 1.) He also explains,
there, how it is Iossible for astrologers to fore«
tell sickness and death ; but this is enough to
show his opinion, and what he had learned
from the Talmud. The writings of Aben
Esra bear the same testimony. For instance,
in his commentary on the ten commandments,
he says—
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¢ The fourth commandment is that respect-
ing the Sabbath, and answers to the orb of Sa-
turn ; for the experimental philosophers say,
that each one of the ministering servants has
a certain day of the week in which he exhibits
his strength, znd he is master of the first hour
in the day, and thus it is also with him who
is master of the first hour in thenight. They
say, also, that Saturn and Mars are the two
hurtful stars, and whosoever begins a work,
or to walk in the way, when either of these
two is in the ascendant, is sure to fall into
harm. Therefore our ancients have lsluid, that
permission is given to do injury on the nights
of the fourth gaind seventh days of the week.
And behold, thou wilt not find, in all the
days of the week, a night and a day, one after
the other, on which these two hurtful stars
rule except on this day; therefore it is not
suitable on it to engage in worldly affairs, but
to devote it entirely to the fear of God.”
This exposition shows that Aben Esra be-
lieved in astrology, and that the power of
the stars extended to Israel as well as to the
other nations, nay the power of the stars to do
harm is here made the foundation of the com-
mand respecting the Sabbath-day. A man,
whose mind was not thoroughly imbued with
faith in astrology, could never have been led
even to entertain such an opinion, when God
himself has assigned another and entirely dif.
ferent reason for the institution of the Sabbath.
But indeed it is not necessary to go to the
rabbies to prove that modern Judaism teaches
astrology. That common wish which one so
often hears amongst the Jews, even at the
resent day, 210 %, mazzal tov, or good luck,
as its origin in the doctrine of the Talmud,
and shows how universally it has been re-
ceived. And thus we see the influence which
the oral law has had in leading away both
learned and unlearned from the Word of God,
and of spreading amongst them, as a tra-
dition from Moses, what is merely one of
the numerous errors of heathen idolatry.
The heathen worshipped the host of heaven,
The sun, and the moon, and other heavenly
bodies, they considered as deities; it was,
therefore, natural for them to suppose that
they exercised an influence over the affairs of
men. The Chaldeans were especially devoted
to this doctrine, and had almost exalted it to

the rank of a science. From them, probably
during the Babylonish captivity, the Jews
learned this system ; and though altogether
idolatrous in its origin, and learned from ido-
Iaters, it.was congenial to the minds of the
superstitious rabbies, and was, therefore, in-
troduced into the oral law, where it has ever
since continued. The oral law has, therefore,
in this respect adopted heathen doctrine, and
teaches heathenism. Every Jew who wishes
his neighbour 1 M, mazzal tov, uses a
heathen idolatrous expression—sanctioned, in-
deed, by the Talmud, but utterly repugnant
to the doctrine of Mores. But where will he
find in the New Testament any warrant either
for such doctrine or such a wish? The New
Testament is entirely free from all shadow and
tincture of this heathenism. Your oral law
has taught you that the course of events de-
pends upon the stars. Jesus of Nazareth has
taught us, that the ordering of all events, even
the minutest, proceeds from our Heavenly
Father. He says, ‘ Are not two sparrows
sold for a farthing ? and one of them shall not
fall on the ground without your Father. But
the very hairs of your head are all numbered.”
(Matt. x. 29, 30.) Jesus of Nazareth, there-
fore, whom you are afraid to follow, lest he
should lead you after other gods, directs all
his followers to the one living and true God,
the Creator, Preserver, and Redeemer of all
things. Those men, on the contrary, who
crucified Jesus of Nazareth, and that oral law
which you prefer to Christianity, have led you
away from the doctrines of Moses and the
prophets to the principles of heathenism. The
general doctrine, that the moral nature, the
weal and wo of men, are altogether de-
pendent upon the stars, is not Mosaic, it is
heathen ; and the particular details concerning
the influence of Venus, Mars, and Mercury,
are plainly the offspring of the worst part of
heathen mythology. If, then, Jews believe
in this Talmudic astrology, they approach
very nearly to heathenism, and such has been
the case with the majority and the most
learned of the nation for the last eighteen hun.
dred years. If from the unavoidable influ-
ence of Christian knowledge, they now reject
this portion of the oral law, they declare that
all their most learned rabbies have been in
gross error, and that the oral law, which led
them astray, is not from God, but, on the
contrary, in one of its most important features,
a mere copy of idolatrous heathenism. *
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