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“THE OLD PATHS.”—JgR. vi. 16,

Nuxszs 37.)

FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 23, 1836.

[PRicE ONE-PENNY.

THE progress of the year brings with it
again that season, in which God commanded
his people to observe THE FEAsT Oor Ta-
BERNACLES; and the constancy with which
Israclites in every part of the world still ob-
serve the rites and customs handed down by
their forefathers, necessarily commands respect
and admiration. When we remember the
many centuries during which their dispersion
has continued, the universal oppression which
they have been compelled to suffer, and the
unmerited contempt with which they have had
to contend, we cannot but honour the strength
of moral courage which they have displayed,
in thus observing and handing down to their
children a religion, which has been the cause
of their misfortunes. But this very constancy,
and the respect which it begets, naturally leads
us to inquire whether the religious system it-
self be true, and, therefore, worthy of that
fidelity with which it has been preserved ; and,
above all, whether this constancy is such as at
the last great day to meet the approbation of
Him who judgeth not as man judgeth. The
professors of this system think, of course, that
it is, and that by observing these rites and
ceremonies, they are keeping the commands
of God, and thereby ensuring his favour;
and with regard to the observance of the Feast
of Tabernacles in particular, they are taught
to believe that they alone are so important, as
at the day of judgment, to prove Israel’s obe-
dience, and the disobedience of the other
nations. We will first state the doctrines of
modern Judaism on this subject, and then
examine whether they be well founded. In
the Synagogue Prayers for this feast we find
it stated, that the construction of a tabernacle
according to Rabbinic prescription, is a work
of merit.
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¢ It must be four cubits long, and four
cubits broad : but if it be less, it is profane;
that it may render the people of Israel merito-
rious,” (P. 116.) And a little lower down,
after describing the feast in Paradise on the
salted Leviathan and Behemoth, it adds, that
this one precept will form the last trial vouch.
safed to the Gentiles, and that their unwilling-
ness to keep it will prove the cause of their
final condemnation.
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¢¢ All nations will come to be judged in the
presence of Him who sitteth upon the throne
of judgment ; in righteousness will he judge
us. The natons will then say, Give us the
order of thy precepts, and we will perform
them, that we may be equal with those in
happiness, O Thou, who art great in power,
dwelling on high. The Most High, who
judgeth all in truth, will cause them to hear,
and understand his words, saying, I have one
small precept ; its name, tabernacle, and its
ordinations: four sides, and shade over it:
fail ye not to observe it. They then will make
the shadowy booths to abide under, but the
sun will shine so hot as nearly to burn them,
when they will spurn at it with their feet.
The Holy One will then pour out his wrath
upon them, and cast them into gehinnom
[hell] without mercy, into the lowest part
with confusion.” (Ibid.) This extraordinary
account of the day of judgment, and the con-
demnation of the Gentiles, has been adopted
from the Talmud, where it is given at great
length, and all the particulars fully detailed.
To give the whole would occupy teo much of
our space; but as parts of it are necessary to
the full consideration of this subject, we give
the following extracts :—
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¢ In the time to come, the Holy One,
blessed be He, will bring a roll of the law in
his bosom, and say, Let every one, who has
occupied himself herein, come and receive his
reward. Immediately the nations of the world
will gather themselves together, and come in
promiscuous crowds, as it is said, ¢ Let all the
nations be gathered together.’ (Isaiah xliii.
9.) The Holy One, blessed be He, will then
say, Come not before me Fromiscuouuly, but
let each nation come by itself along with its
learned men.” Then follows an account of
L
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the appearance of cach nation, and of the vain | Hezekiah also teaches this same truth, u%ing,
attempts which they make to justify their | What is the meaning of the words ¢ Thou
conduct. After which the narrative thus didst canse judgment to be heard from heaven 3
the earth feared, and was still2> (Ps. Ixxvi.
9, Eng. B.Zf If it feared, how could it be
still ; and {f it was still, how could it fear?
The answer is, at first it feared [that Israel
would not receive the law, and it should be
turned into chaos]; but afterwards it was
still. God will then say to the Gentiles, Then
e o ey ave g th. whete e
ey oY M 3D YT ATOT ND to ey have t Wi We
e s T TrovD G DY D 732 | Nirarod shall then come forth and testify of
"apa TR 15 DNY 20W0 P TR eres | Abraham that he did not commit idolatry,
oD TAOT NG TR N 1T MY N Laban shall come forth and testify of Jacob
TOpPD FToh T it FIOPEY Y P [ FODUT that he was not suspected of dishonesty.
oI TR TN MR ROy b Topw DN Potiphar's wife shall come forth and testify of
S0 T ITIN W T m"pr o o mopw | Joseph that he was not suspected of the trans-
TOND. T MY RY D STV IR W gression. Nebuchadnezzar shall come forth
Y Tom ) P ™ zns Y Yy Y and uﬁfy of Hmnsnwh, Mhb’e‘, and Azar
S T #w FPYI TYR) FTTD NON san Yy | riah, that they wonld not "mh? the jmage.
T e MM TIM 1) T “yry | Darius shall come and testify o Daniel thas
W0 HNITI TYY WM R D7) Wnwn N0 he did not neglect prayer. Bildad the Shuhite,
MOYIT | T T3 R TPEnn on o and har Naamathite, and Eliphaz the
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FPTY NP S0 M) TN IR 00 Ly | shall come forth and testify of Israel that they
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+ A7 xgn D | its nawe, ‘so, therefore, and do it. But how
"« The Gentiles will then say before him, is it possible to affirm that God will do this,
when R. Joshua, the son of Levi, sa What
is the meaning of the words ¢ Which I com-
mand thee this day P* And says, the meanin
is, they are to be observed to-day [i.e,in
world], and not to-morrow [i e., in the world
to come].* To-day they are to be observed 3
but the reward is not to be received to-day.
The answer is, that God does not deal wi
his creatyres in a tyrannical manner. But
why is this called an easy commandment?
Because it is not attended with any pecuniary
loss. Immediately every one of t{w Gentiles
wil] hasten away, and make a tabernacle
on the roof of his house. But the Holy Qne,
blessed be He, will cause the sun to pierce
them with an extraordinary heat at that season,
and then every one of them will kick down
his tabernacle and go forth,” &c. (Avodah
Zarah, fol. 2,3,) Such is the doctrine of the
Palmud, adopted and thereforg sealed with
the most solemn sanction by the public wor-
ship of the synagogue. In the place it
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O Lord of the world, the Israclites received
the law, but how did they keep it? The
Holy One, blessed be Heimv,iill reply, I bear
them witness that they have kept the law,
The Gentiles will say, O Lord of the world,
is it fair that a Father should be a witness
for his children ? For it is written, ¢ Israel
is my son, even my first-born.’ (Exod. iv.
92.) The Holy One, blessed be He, will
then say to them, Let the heaven and the
qarth bear witness to them, that they have
kept the whole law. The Gentiles will an-
swez, O Lord of the world, the heavens and
the earth are jnferested witnesses, for it is said,
¢'If juy covenant be not with day and night,
and if I have not appointed the ordinances of
heaven and the earth.’ (Jer. xxxiil. 26.)
R. Simon Ben Lakish says, What is the
meaning of the words ¢ And it was evening
and it was morning, the sixth day?’ They
shaw us that the Holy and Bleased One, made
s condition with the creation, and said, If
Tsrael will receive my law, all is well 5 but if
not, then I will turn you back into chaos.
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Is parfecily false; it has not.even the merit of
plausibility, It is only sstonishing how an
imagination so absurd should ever have found
its way into the preyers of Israel ; mdu::g
atill that the Jews of England 'should

such a foul blet still 1o remain on their pub.
lic services. It cervainly represents Judaism
in the m:;t;:ﬁwm.ﬂe t of view as a
zeligion grossest and wanst incensistent
superstition; and proves, beyend all -contse-
versy, first, that the ue veceives, as-of
divine autherity,even the of the Talmuds
and, secondly, that the authors of the oral law,
who could either invcllator believe #0 absurd a
‘statoment, cannot be depended upon as faith-
ful teansmitters of the religion of ¢he pre-

phets.

Further, it totally misrepreseuts the cha-
mcter of God. It describes Him, first, as
bearing witness to the obedience of Israel,
whilet in His Word he bears constant testi-
mony t0 their dissbedience. Hewve he is re-

also as calling upon heaven and
earth to attest their innocence and righteous-
ness, whilst in His Werd he calls upon them
40 be the witaesees of their rebellion. “¢ Hear,
O heavens; and give ear, O earth; for the
Loxd hath epoken: I have nourished and
brought up children, and they have rebelled
against me.” (Isaiahi. 2.) And again, ¢ Be
astonished, O ye heavens, at this, amd be hor-
ribly afraid, be ye very desolate, saith the Lord,
For my bave committed two evils;
they have forsaken me, the fountain ef living
waters, and hewed theen out cisterns, broken
cisterns, that can hold mo water.” (Jer. ii. 12.)
These of the Word of Ged are di-

rectly opposed to the above statement of the | period

oral law. But farther, it misrepresents the
Divine Being as an ummerciful and unjust
judge, who pretends to give the guilty Gen-
tiles another and easy trial by giving them the
<commandment respecting the tabernacles, and
then empleys his emnipotence 30 to plague
them with the heat of the sun, as to render it
impoesible for them to yield obedience. Such
a representation is altogether uaworthy of the
Jadge of all the earth, who will deal justly by
deGmtilen as well as the Jev:.h 4 cha.
utlmﬁumhn&uunﬁng e divine
‘racter, it.misleads the unlearned and super-
stitious 10 believe that, at the day of judgment,
God will not render to every man acoording
to his deeds, but will pass by their sins and
their impenitence, if only they be Israelites.

It therefore a false confidence, and is
eminentl: ed to lull men in their
sins. e man who believes this fable of the

Gentiles bearing witness to the righteousness
of Abraham, Joseph, Daniel, &c., and thinks
that this is sufficient for his aoquittal at the bar
of judgment, can have no motive for personal

repentance or righteousness. Ncither does

this fable tend t0 prodwce geod will and
respect towards his Gentile fellow-sinners.
Few men will elevate themselves above their
notions of the Deity. When, then, the Rab-
binists see that, accerding to the oral law,
God treats the Gentiles with injustice and
cruelty, is it natural to su that he will
treat them differently ? This and similar pas-
well wmerit the serious consideration of
influential Inraclites. It is :Trm" upon
all such to determing, whether passages of
their prayers und their law are of divine an-
therity or not3 and # they are convinced of
their falsehoed, to use thewr unceasing exer-
tions to expunge them from their religious
system. As long as they exist, and are pub-
lidy read in the synagogue, wen .can ouly
ocome and that is, that the
characteristics of the Rabbinical nl?n are
superstition and uncharitableness. Nothing
but a public the error, and an
erasure from the prayer-book, will satisfy the
mind, or wipe away the reproach from Israel.
The private professions of individuals can be
of no avail in this matter. Men will go to the
authorised books, qrddly to the prayer-
book of every class of religionist, in erder t0
judge of his principles ; and o ene will be-
lieve that any man can be so carcless or s0
resumptuous as to addvess the Divine
n the language of ackmowledged false
But above all, let every Jew compare this
acoount of the day of judgment with that con-
tained in our Christ.im‘xl boal;a. u.:ndnlm
teaches that at that great day will appear
as a partial and cruel judge. Christianity
gives us the following account of the same
iod :—% When the Son of man shall come
in his glory and all the hely angels with him,
then shall he sit upon the throne of his glory:
and before him shall be gathered all nationsg
and he shall separate them one from anether,
as a shepherd divideth his sheep from the
ﬂ:«: and he shall set the sheep on his right
d, but the goats on the left. Then shall
the King say unto them on his right hand,
Come, ye blessed of my Father, inherit the
kingdom prepared for you from the foundation
of world: for 1 was an hungred, and ye
gave me meat: I was thirsty, and ye gave
me drink: I was a strauger, and ye took me
in: naked, and ye clothed me; I was sick,
and ye visited me: I was in prison, and ye
came unto me. Then shall the rightoous an.
swer and say, Lord, when saw we thee an
hungred, lﬁ fed thee? or thimty, and gave
thee drink ? when saw we thee a stranger, and
took thee in? or naked, and clothed P or
when saw we thee sick, and in prison, and came
unto thee? And the King answer and
say unto them, Verily I say unto you, Inas.
much as ye have done it unto one of the least
of these my brethren, ye have done it unto me.

to one



148

Then shall he zay also unto them on the left
-hand, Depart from me, ye cursed, into ever-
lasting fire, llmpared for the devil and his
angels: for I was an hungred, and ye gave
ime no meat: I was thirsty, and ye gave me
no drink : I was a stranger, and ye took me
not in: naked, and ye clothed me not: sick,
and in prison, and ye visited me not. Then
shall they also answer him, saying, Lord,
when saw we tha:ed,m h:’:E:ed, iorr athirst, a:(;
a stranger, or n or or in 3
did no%e:ninisut unto thee ? Thmnall he
answer them, saying, Verily I say unto you,
Inasmuch as ye did it not to one of the least
of these, ye did it notto me. And these shall
go away into everlasting punishment: ‘but the
righteous into life eternal.” (Matt. xxv. 31—
46.) Such is the view which Christianity
sets before us of the day of judgment, and the
principles according to which that judgment
shall be conducted. You will observe that the
whole account is essentially different from that
given by the Talmud. In the first place it
represents God as a just Judge, altogether
overlooking nationality ; taking no notice of
the temporary distinctions of Jew and Gen-
tile, but fixing his eyes on the eternal features
of moral character, and according to those
fixing the eternal destinies of each individual.
In the second place it tends to promote good
will and charity between man and man, for it
represents charity or the want of charity as the
main points of inquiry, and the distinctions
ignsedm ‘;l;,ich tl;: it:malponian of each
is assi N e as! en, every impartial
and candid Jew to tell us, whicheg these two
accounts are most worthy of the great God
:;'hon:h we worship ? m Christians believe
at the synagogue-worshippers are in error,
and again think us in gnor; but we have
now before us the doctrines of the two systems
on the most important point in all theology—
the principle of final judgment; by their re-
spective statements, then, on this subject let
each system be judged. Judaism says, that
one class of men is to be saved by the partiality
of the Judge, and the other class condemned
simply because tl:f are Gentiles, Chris-
tianity says, that all men shall be tried im-
partially by one rule, and that neither prepos-
session nor .prejudice, but justice alone, shall
influence the decision. Which, then, Judaism
or Christianity, i8 most agreeable to the cha-
racter of Him of whom the Psalmist says,
¢ He cometh to judge the earth: with righte-
ousness shall he judge the world, an
nations with equity ? »
' Weare sure that the good sense of the Jew-

the

ish nation must decide, that the impartial jus-
tice of the New Testament-representation is
most in accordance with the spirit of the law
and the prophets. Nay, we believe that every
devout and thinking Israelite will feel that the
Talmudic picture of God’s judgment misre-
presents the God of Israel as much as any

ven image ever deified by heathen idolaters.

o suppose that God would make a mock
overture of mercy, or offer a mock trial to an
of his creatures, is to strip him of the attri-
butes of Deity, and to exhibit a blind and
senseless bigot as the object of Isracl’s wor-
ship. A statement so abhorrent even from
human reason, and so inconsistent with the
Word of God, proves that its authors were not
moved by the Spirit, and that the religion of
which it forms a part cannot be divine. But
here, as in many cases which we have already
pointed out, the New Testament avoids the
error of the Talmud, and teaches a doctrine
conformable to the law, and in accordance with
right reason. Let the advocates of the oral
law explain the fact.

But this Talmudic re tation of the
day of judgment is not only opposed to reason
and Scripture, but also seems to contradict
other statements of the ‘oral law. Here the
Gentiles appear to be marked out for destruc-
tion ; whereas, we are told elsewhere, that the
pious of the nations of the world are to have
a part in the world to come: and that obedi-
ence to the seven commandments of the sons
of Noah, is all that is required from a Gentile.
If this be true, what need is there of giving
them the command to keep the Feast of
Tabernacles? But, abovealg, if they are to
be cast down into the lowest hell, as the
Prayer-book says, how can they havea fu’t of
the blessings of the world to come ? 1t is at
the very least, the duty of those who advocate
the oral law, to explain this matter to us
Gentiles. We cannot persuade ourselves that
a religion, which makes so little provision for
the eternal welfare of the great bulk of the
human race, can possibly proceed from Him
who is the God of the spirits of all flesh, the
Creator and Preserver of allmankind. Living
daily by his bounty, and receiving all we have
at his most gracious hands, we believe that if
He makes such provision for.our bodies, He
has made still more for our immortal spirits ;
and therefore, amongst other reasons, we be-
lieve in Christianity ; farif it be not true, there
is no spiritual provision for the Gentiles, and
God has left the majority of his rational crea~
tures without any proof of his paternal af-
fection.
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